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I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 17)): 
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1 ,3-36 as originally filed 

2,2a as received on 30/07/2001 with letter of 26/07/2001 
Claims, No.: 
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Drawings, sheets: 
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2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Boxes l-Vlli, Sheet 1) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. PCT/GB00/01 1 85 



□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 

5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 
considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 



6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-23 




No: 


Claims 




Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 






No: 


Claims 


1-23 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-23 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



VII. Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 



VIII. Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 
see separate sheet 
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D1 : WO 97 37466 A (NOKIA TELECOMMUNICATIONS OY ;TIKKA MAURI (Fl); 

OLKKONEN MIKKO (Fl)) 9 October 1997 (1997-10-09) 
D2: EP-A-0 790 739 (TOKYO SHIBAURA ELECTRIC CO) 20 August 1997 (1997-08- 
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1983 (1983-03) YASUDA Y ; KASHIKI K ; HI RATA Y: 'Bit stealing scheme for soft 
decision Viterbi decoding system' XP0021 20882 

Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step 
or industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . In accordance with the features of claim 1 , D1 discloses: 

A method of encoding speech packets into blocks ("network packet", see page 8, 
lines 30-32) in a packet switched network (page 1, line 3), each speech packet 
including a speech header and a payload comprised of a speech frame, wherein 
at least two speech frames are encoded into a single block (page 8, lines 30-32 
and abstract, lines 2-3). 

The subject-matter of claim 1 therefore differs from the disclosure of D1 in that 
each speech frame includes a set of Class I bits and a set of Class II bits, the 
method further comprising: encoding a first speech packet by encoding at least a 
portion of the header and the set of Class I bits; encoding a second speech packet 
by encoding at least a portion of the header and the set of Class I bits. 

However, this difference is not considered to involve an inventive step for the 
following reasons. 

It is well-known in the art to encode speech into frames consisting of a header, 
Class I bits, and Cass II bits, wherein a portion of the header and the Class I bits 
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are subject to an encoding process and the Class II bits are transmitted uncoded, 
eg the GSM specification. The characterising part of claim 1 merely defines that 
two such frames are placed in a single block. 

Since D1 discloses the concept of encoding at least two speech frames in a single 
block, merely by adopting the coding structure of the well-known GSM speech 
frame the skilled person would arrive in an obvious way at the subject-matter of 
claim 1 . 

The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore does not involve an inventive step 
(Articles 33(1) and (3) PCT). 

2. The additional features of dependent claims 2-23 are in part disclosed in D1 , and 
in part are rendered obvious by the disclosures of documents D1-D4 or are trivial 
features for a person skilled in the art based on common general knowledge, and 
thus add nothing of inventive significance to claim 1 (Articles 33(3) PCT). 

Re Item VII 

Certain defects in the international application 

1 . The features of the claims are not provided with reference signs placed in 
parentheses (Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 

Re Item VIII 

Certain observations on the international application 

1. Claim 1 is now directed at the embodiment described on pages 18 and 19 in 
conjunction with figure 13. Since the description describes several other 
embodiments not falling within the terms of the claims, the description and claims 
are seriously inconsistent, leading to unclarity in determining the matter for which 
protection is sought (Article 6 PCT; see PCT Guidelines III-4.3). These further 
embodiments should either have been deleted from the description and drawings, 
or it should have been clearly stated that they do not fall within the scope of the 
invention. 
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28 March 2000 (28.03.00) 


Priority date: 

09 June 1999 (09.06.99) 


Applicant: 

DEMETRESCU, Cristian et al 



1. The designated Office is hereby notified of its election made: 

| X | in the demand filed with the International preliminary Examining Authority on: 

25 September 2000 (25.09.00) 



| | in a notice effecting later election filed with the International Bureau on: 



2. The election 



0 
□ 



was not 



made before the expiration of 19 months from the priority date or, where Rule 32 applies, within the time limit under 
Rule 32.2(b). 



The International Bureau of WIPO 


Authorized officer: 


34, chemin des Colombettes 




1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 


J. Zahra 


Facsimile No.: (41-22)740.14.35 


Telephone No.: (41-22) 338.83.38 
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